Guiding Questions for the GED Assessment Guide for Educators
Objectives:

· To identify the changes between the GED 2002 and GED 2014

· To review the assessment content for the GED 2014

· To discuss and share responses to the transition to the GED 2014
Source:  
· Assessment Guide for Educators (June 2012 version)
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/assessment-guide-for-educators 
Possible Structure:

· Participants download chapters 1-3 of the Assessment Guide for Educators
· Participants use guided questions provided while reading each chapter
· Participants use follow-up questions to discuss information learned and local program responses

Chapter 1 Guided Questions
Section 1.1
Assessment Guide for Educators Overview

· What are the content-area assessments on the GED 2014?
· What are the relationships between the Common Core State Standards (CCSS) and the GED 2014?

Section 1.3
Item Types Across Content Areas
See chart 

Section 1.13
Item Layouts

Review the eleven different item layouts that will be used on the GED 2014. Make a list of technology skills students will need to complete GED 2014.
· Hot Spot
· Drag-and-Drop

· Short Answer

· Passage and Response Box

· Short-Answer/Fill-in-the-blank Combination
· Fill-in-the-blank with Simple Blank and Embedded Response

· Fill-in-the-blank Closed Stem with Single Blank

· Fill-in-the-blank with Multiple Blanks and Embedded Responses

· Fill-in-the-blank Closed Stem with Multiple Blanks

· Multiple Choice and Passage

· Cloze

Section 1.24
Terminology Short Reference for GED Assessment Content

Review the glossary in preparation for the conference call discussion.
Chapter 1 Guided Questions

Section 1.3
Item Types Across Content Areas 

Each assessment section incorporates an assortment of item types.  Complete the chart below by identifying important features for each item type. 

	
	Reasoning Through Language Arts
	Mathematical Reasoning
	Science
	Social Studies

	Multiple Choice
	· 4 answer options

· questions refer to passage read
	
	
	

	Fill-in-the-Blank
	
	
	
	

	Drag-and-Drop
	
	
	
	

	Cloze
	
	
	
	

	Hot Spot
	Not applicable
	
	
	

	Short Answer
	
	Not applicable
	
	Not applicable

	Extended Response
	
	Not applicable
	Not applicable
	


Chapter 1 Follow-up Discussion Questions

Section 1.1
Assessment Guide for Educators Overview

· Test takers receive an enhanced score report.  How can that report be used by your program if provided to you? 

· What is your current knowledge of the Common Core State Standards?

Section 1.3
Item Types Across Content Areas
· What item types are new on the GED 2014?n
· What did you learn about the item types on the GED 2014?  

· Which type, if any, are you concerned about when preparing students?

· How can you prepare students for those items?

Section 1.13
Item Layouts

· What technology skills do you anticipate incorporating into your instruction in order to prepare students for the computer-based testing format and associate item layouts?
Section 1.24
Terminology Short Reference for GED Assessment Content

· What plans, if any, do you have to incorporate the new GED 2014 terminology into your program orientation and instruction?
Chapter 2 Guided Questions

Section 2.1
What is Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Model?
· What are the differences between Bloom’s Taxonomy and Depth of Knowledge (DOK)?

· At what level(s) will roughly 80% of the GED 2014 questions be written?  
· What level is excluded from the GED 2014 questions?
· Review the Comparison chart (page 2.3) to familiarize yourself with the DOK terminology.

· Complete the DOK verb chart.
Section 2.8
Assessment Targets for All Four Content Areas

· What are the three purposes of the new GED 2014?

Reasoning through Language Arts
· What are the three content areas of focus?

· What is the breakdown between informational text and literature?

· What specific text/source material is included on the new format?

· Review the charts on pages 2.12-2.14 and highlight the targets currently in your reading instruction.  Determine which targets will need to be addressed to prepare students for the GED 2014.

· How will test takers be evaluated on their writing of extended responses (i.e., trait rubric)?

· Review the charts on pages 2.17-2.18 and highlight what you already do in your language instruction.  Determine which targets will need to be addressed to prepare students for the GED 2014.
Mathematical Reasoning
· What are the two content areas of focus?

· What is the problem-solving breakdown (%)?
· What supports will test takers have during the mathematics test?
· Review the charts on pages 2.22-2.25 and highlight what you already do in your mathematical instruction.  Determine which targets will need to be addressed to prepare students for the GED 2014.

Science

· What are the three content areas of focus?
· What is the breakdown (%) among these areas?
· Review the charts on pages 2.29-2.36 and highlight what you already do in your instruction.  Determine which targets will need to be addressed to prepare students for the GED 2014.

Social Studies

· What are the four content areas of focus?
· What is the breakdown (%) among these areas?
· Review the charts on pages 2.39-2.47 and highlight what you already do in your instruction.  Determine which targets will need to be addressed to prepare students for the GED 2014.

Section 2.48
Reasoning Through Language Arts Test Passage Requirements and Exemplars

· What is the breakdown (%) among the various text selections for the RLA test?
· What is your reaction to the exemplars from pages 2.51-2.58?
Chapter 2 Guided Questions

Section 2.1
What is Webb’s Depth of Knowledge Model?
Review the charts for each content area and list the verb found at each level.

	
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Reasoning Through Language Arts
	
	
	
	

	Mathematical Reasoning
	
	
	
	

	Science
	
	
	
	

	Social Studies
	
	
	
	


Chapter 2 Follow-up Discussion Questions
Section 2.1
What is Webb’s Depth of Knowledge (DOK) Model?
· How is DOK different from Bloom’s Taxonomy?

· How will the change to DOK impact your instruction?
Section 2.8
Assessment Targets for All Four Content Areas

· What are the three purposes of the new GED 2014?

Reasoning Through Language Arts
· Thinking of the target listed for this content area, what are you and/or your staff doing well to help prepare students?

· What targets need additional work and/or supports to prepare students?
Mathematical Reasoning
· Thinking of the target listed for this content area, what are you and/or your staff doing well to help prepare students?

· What targets need additional work and/or supports to prepare students?
Science

· Thinking of the target listed for this content area, what are you and/or your staff doing well to help prepare students?

· What targets need additional work and/or supports to prepare students?
Social Studies

· Thinking of the target listed for this content area, what are you and/or your staff doing well to help prepare students?

· What targets need additional work and/or supports to prepare students?
Section 2.48
Reasoning Through Language Arts Test Passage Requirements and Exemplars

· What text selections are you and/or your staff currently using to prepare students?

· What changes, if any, will you and/or your staff need to make in selecting text for instruction?
Chapter 3 Guided Questions

Section 3.1
The Development Cycle of a Short Answer (SA) Item
· What will be used to score the SA items?

· Describe how SA questions will be scored.
Section 3.4
Extended Response Scoring Rubrics
· What are the three key elements of writing used in the scoring rubric for extended response (ER) items?
· Complete this chart comparing the RLA and Social Studies ER items:
	
	RLA
	Social Studies

	Time Allotted
	
	

	Source Materials
	
	

	Tasks
	
	

	Scoring
	
	


· Review the RLA rubrics on pages 3.5-3.7 and the Social Studies rubrics on pages 3.8-3.10.

Section 3.11
Reporting Category Descriptions for Content Areas
· How can the content area sub-scores assist test takers and ABLE programs with preparing for the GE 2014?
· Review the reporting categories for each content area. Note:  the reporting categories included in this section are not complete for the final version of the GED 2014.  

· For which of the listed reporting categories do you need additional information to help prepare students?
Chapter 3 Follow-up Discussion Questions
Section 3.1
The Development Cycle of a Short Answer Item
· Do you teach writing?  How?
· Do you teach keyboarding?

· What supports do you need for writing instruction?
Section 3.4
Extended Response Scoring Rubrics
· Are you and/or your staff currently utilizing a Read-and-Respond approach to reading/writing integration?

· If your students write in class, do you time them?
Wrap Up
· What additional questions do you have about the GED 2014 transition?

· What do you feel the most comfortable about the transition?

· What do you feel the least comfortable about the transition?

· What additional supports do you and/or your staff need to help prepare students for the transition?

